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Congr~~ional Jl)i~panic CauCUI
1tnttrb 6tlltrl fUlngrr••
mlasbtngton. m~ 20515

CHAIRWOMAN

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
12TH DI~T~ICT, New YORI<

April 1,2010

The Honorable Julius Oenaehowski
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Genachowski:

On behalf of the Congressional Hispanie Caucus (CHC)~ we urge you to approve the National
Hispanic Media Coalitionls (NHMC) request to initiate a ronnal inquiry into the extent, nature
and etTeets of hate speech, and to search fOT possible ways to counteract or reduce its negative
impacts.

Hate speech proliferates across teleconununications and the media, and causes obvious hann to
oUl'society: The horrific actions of the past year indicate a need (ur government intervention on
this issue. The Minutemen leader Shawna Forde brutally murdered a nine-year old Hispanic girl
and her father in Arivaca, Arizona. Scott Roeder assassinated Dr. George Tiller as he served as
an usher during service at his church. And known-white supremacist James von Brunn killed an
African American security guard at Washington, D.C. l s Holocaust Museum. Although the
Constitution protects speech that many would find repugnant, we cannot help but assume that
hateful lanyuage spoken on the public airways at least partially motivated these crimes.

As demonstrated by these appalling crin'\cs, and NHMC's Petition fo.r Inquiry, hate speech not
only affects Latinos, but also women, African Americans, Asian-Pacific Americans, Muslimlll,
Jews, Catholic~, gays ilnd I~sbians. people with disabilities, and Caucasian Americans.

We observe that hate speech is prevalent on cable television, tbe radio, and the Intemet l given
the examples named ahove and the: rise in anti-Hispanic hate crimes concurrent with the
immigration debate and the current economic crisis. As you know, President Obama recently
enacted the Matthew Shepard Hale Crimes Prevention Act as part of the National Defense
Authori~ati(}n Bill. The measure extends federal hate crimes law to include crimes motivated by
a victim's gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, or disability. However, a funher inquiry
into the extent, nature and effects of bate speech is necessary to understand and prevent the
correlation between hate speech and hate crimes.

We request that you open a ducket to allow for comment and the collect ofdata and infonnation
regarding hate speech. In doing so, the FCC wHl allow citizens to comment on the hate speech
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in their communities in an accessible and transparent forum. raise awareness about the depth and
impact of hatc speech in the media, and help the government and the public bejin to understand
the root of hate crimes. We are confident that the results of this inquiry will lead to il better
understanding ofthe current Sltuation and provide options on how to reduce the negative effects
of hate speech.

_·I?-/~-"z::::
Co-Chair
Communications, Technology
and the Arts Task Force

fJ/:.:!!. lt4:'lIIl:5z:S=it'lv....es""
tr
ll.e-'ReYCS

Chair Co-Chair
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Communications, Technology

and thc Arts Task Force



OFFICE OF
THE CHAIRMAN

FED RAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 12,2010

Th Honorable Joe Baca
.. House ofRepresentatives

2245 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear ongressman Baca:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Petition filed by the ational Hispanic Media
Coalition on the nature and extent of hate speech in today's rapidly e olving medi environment.
I shar many concerns about this issue including the ef cts of perpetrating stereotypes and
encouraging acts of jolenc against particular indi idual or groups.

s discus ed in your correspondence a proceeding of the typ requested in the
Coalition's Petition could provide the Commission a unique opportunity to collect important data
concerning hate sp ecb and its possible consequences as w II as permit consumers to provide
infonnatjon on relevant developments in their communities. I have directed the Commission's

dia Bureau to complete its review of the Coalition's Petition as quickly as possibl to
detennine whether issuing a Public otice is the b st way to address these important is ues, and
whether there are other ways that the ommission might be helpful on this important topic in
light of limitations on the ommission s authority to regulate media content under both the First
Amendment and the ommunications Act.

I appr ciate the opportunity to I am your concerns about this important matter and will
keep you informed of any action that the Commission takes on the Coalition's Petition. If! can
be of further assistance please do not h sitate to contact me.

incerely

Julius Gellachowski



OFFIC OF

THE CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 12 2010

The Honorable ilvestre Reyes
U.. House of Representati es
2433 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington D.. 20515

Dear ongressman Reyes:

Thank you for your letter concerning the Petition filed by the ational Hispanic Media
oalition on the natur and e tent of hate speech in today's rapidly evolving media environment.

r share many concerns about this issue, including the effects ofperpetrating stereotypes and
encouraging acts ofviol nc against particular individuals or groups.

s discussed in your correspondence a proceeding of the type requested in the
oalition's Petition could provide the ommission a unique opportunity to collect important data

concerning hate speech and its possible consequences as well as permit consumers to provide
information on r I vant developments in their communities. I ha e directed the Commission's
Media Bur au to compl te its review of the Coalition's Petition as quickly as possible to
d termine wh ther issuing Public otice is the best way to address these important issues, and
whether there are other ways that the Commission might be helpful on this important topic in
light oflimitations on the ommission's authority to regulat m dia content under both the Fir t
Amendment and the ommunications Act.

I appreciate the opportunity to learn your concerns about this important matter and will
eep you informed of any action that the Commission takes on the oalition's Petition. If! can

b of furth r assistance, pleas do not hesitate to contact me.

incer ly,

-
Julius Genachowski



OFFICE OF

T!i CHAIRMAN

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

May 12 2010

The Honorable ydia Velazqu z
U. . ouse of Represcntati es
2466 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington D.. 20515

Dear ongresswoman Velazquez:

Thank you for your letter conc ming the Petition filed by the National Hispanic Media
Coalition on the nature and extent ofhate spe ch in today's rapidly e oJving media environment.
I share many concerns about this issue including the effect of perpetrating stereotypes and
ncouraging acts of violence against particular individuals or groups.

As discussed in your correspondence a proc eding of the type requested in the
oalition's Petition could pro ide the ommission a unique opportunity to collect important data

concerning hate peech and its possibl consequences, as well as p rmit consum rs to provide
information on rele ant development in their communities. I have directed the ommission's
Media Bureau to complete its review of the oalition's Petition as quickly as possible to
determine wheth r issuing a Public otice is the best way to address these important issues and
whether there are other way that the ommission might b helpful on thi important topic in
light of limitations on the omrnission's authority to regulate media content under both the First
Amendm nt and the ommunications Act.

I ppreciate th opportunity to learn your concerns about this important matter and will
ke p you informed of any action that the ommi sion takes on th Coalition s Petition. In can
be of further assistance, pic se do nol hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

•

Julius Genachowski
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